
“The Public Policy Fellows Program (PPFP) is a fun, impactful experience that I wish I could do twice!
Walking on Capitol Hill and meeting my representative and senators is an experience I will never forget!
NIH support in Congress is not universal. The PPFP offers researchers a chance to show Congress the
LPSRUWDQFH RI VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK� 8QWLO WKH 33)3� , KDG QR LGHD KRZ HPSRZHULQJ DQG LPSDFWIXO YLVLWLQJ
P\ UHSUHVHQWDWLYH DQG VHQDWRUV RQ &DSLWRO +LOO FRXOG EH� 7KH 33)3 JDYH PH WKH FRQÀGHQFH DQG NQRZOHGJH
WR EHFRPH D VXFFHVVIXO DGYRFDWH� , ÀUPO\ EHOLHYH WKDW DOO VFLHQWLVWV VKRXOG MRLQ WKLV SURJUDP DQG OHDUQ
how to become successful advocates. If scientists don’t advocate for funding, we can’t complain when
research funding doesn’t increase.”

— Nicholas Hess, Ph.D. (2019–2020 PPFP),  $ssociate 3roGuct Manager oI %ioOogics, 3roPega 
&orporation, &ottage GroYe, :,

“The PPFP was a great experience to learn about public policy and connect with talented scientists 
nationwide. The day on Capitol Hill was genuinely fun—a rush of adrenaline talking with Senator 
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and an unexpected ride on the Capitol subway system! When interviewing 
for a senior management role in academia, I successfully harnessed my PPFP experience to 
demonstrate the importance of concise communication (distilling complex research into key points) 
to advocate for change.”

— Srin Ranasinghe, Ph.D. (2016–2017 PPFP), Associate Director, Center for Immuno-Oncology, 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, MA

“The PPFP offers fellows a bit of everything: interactions with fellow scientists, insight as to how science 
LV IXQGHG� DQG DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SOD\ DQ LPSRUWDQW UROH LQ KHOSLQJ RXU HOHFWHG RIÀFLDOV EHWWHU XQGHUVWDQG 
WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK� 7KURXJK WKH 33)3� , JDLQHG VNLOOV DQG QRZ ZRUN PRUH FORVHO\ ZLWK 
P\ VWDWH·V HOHFWHG RIÀFLDOV WR PRYH IRUZDUG VFLHQFH�EDFNHG OHJLVODWLRQ WR LPSURYH YDFFLQDWLRQ UDWHV LQ 
our community.”

— Stephanie James, Ph.D., M.B.A. (2012–2013 PPFP), Associate Professor, Rueckert-Hartmann 
College of Health Professions, Denver, CO 

“The PPFP exposed me to health science policy and helped me appreciate the intricate process that governs biomedical 
VFLHQFH UHVHDUFK IXQGLQJ� 7KH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR FRQQHFW ZLWK OLNH�PLQGHG IRONV DFURVV 8�6� LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG ZLWK P\ IHGHUDO JRYHUQPHQW 
representatives was a valuable experience. Moving forward, I feel better equipped to be a positive advocate for American biomedical 
science policy and to enact positive change on a local and national level. Jake, Lauren, and the AAI Committee on Public Affairs were 
excellent mentors and colleagues throughout the process.”

— Cody C. McHale, Ph.D. (2021–2022 PPFP), Assistant Professor of Medicine, Levine Cancer Institute Atrium Health, Charlotte, NC

“The PPFP changed how I understood the biomedical enterprise by providing insight into how 
policymakers and STEM advocates engage with each other to improve training and public health.
On a tactical level, it was very rewarding to have learned skills through the PPFP that enabled me 
to effectively work closely with other trainees to help advocate for NIH funding.”

— Caleph B. Wilson, Ph.D. (2011–2012 PPFP), Managing Director, TheDensuGroup, New York, NY

The AAI Public Policy Fellows Program (PPFP) provides early career researchers (within 15 years of their terminal 
degrees) with the opportunity to participate in the public policy and advocacy activities of AAI. Become an advocate 
for biomedical research, for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and for your profession . . . there has never been 
a more important time for you to speak up and speak out!

PPFP participants meet monthly with AAI public affairs staff and select members of the AAI Committee on 
Public Affairs to learn about the role of the President, Congress, and the NIH in determining and implementing 
the policies that affect biomedical research. AAI also teaches Fellows how to advocate for, and help shape, 
WKH SROLFLHV WKDW JXLGH WKHLU FDUHHUV� DQG HQJDJHV WKHP LQ VSHFLDO SURMHFWV� LQFOXGLQJ GHYHORSLQJ DQG UHÀQLQJ 
UHVRXUFHV IRU &DSLWRO +LOO YLVLWV� 7KURXJK WKH 33)3� \RX FDQ GR DOO RI WKLV ZLWKRXW OHDYLQJ \RXU MRE� DQG \RX ZLOO 
“graduate” ready to take on whatever lies ahead!

The fellowship year culminates in a trip to Washington, DC, to visit your Congressional representatives to describe 
your science, discuss the importance of immunology, and make your best case for increased funding for NIH!

Become an AAI 
Public Policy Fellow 
and Visit Capitol Hill with AAI!

Visit www.aai.org/Public-Affairs/PPFP for details.

For more information or to apply, contact Director of Government 
Affairs Jake Schumacher (jschumacher@aai.org). 
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